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About SAC 

Speech-Language & Audiology Canada (SAC) is the only national organization representing 
speech-language pathologists (S-LPs), audiologists, and communication health assistants (CHAs) 
across Canada. S-LPs and audiologists are regulated health professionals. CHAs provide services 
under the supervision of an S-LP or audiologist.  

Together, these professionals support communication, swallowing, and balance needs that 
affect health, learning, employment, independence, and participation in daily life. 

SAC advocates for equitable access to communication health services so that people of all ages, 
regardless of geographic location, can benefit from the life-changing services our professions 
provide.  

Why communication health matters to Budget 2026 

Budget 2026 consultations are focused on strengthening economic growth, improving 
affordability and supporting the next generation of Canada’s workforce. Communication health 
is directly connected to these priorities. Timely access to speech-language pathology and 
audiology services can help children succeed in education, support adults in entering and 
remaining in the workforce, and help older adults maintain independence and connection as 
they age. 

Barriers to communication health services can have consequences for individuals, families, and 
communities. Limited access to services can delay assessment and intervention, while the costs 
associated with care and hearing technology can create additional financial pressures. These 
challenges can be greater in rural, remote, and Indigenous communities, where specialized 
services may be less readily available. 

SAC’s recommendations focus on practical areas where federal action can make a difference. 
They aim to strengthen the communication health workforce, reduce barriers to services for 
First Nations children, establish consistent safeguards as access to over-the-counter hearing 
aids evolves, and support coordinated action to improve hearing health across Canada. 
Together, these actions can improve access and affordability and support earlier intervention. 
They can also help Canadians succeed in education, participate in the workforce, and maintain 
their independence. 

SAC Recommendations for Budget 2026 

1 - Strengthen Canada’s communication health workforce by adding speech-language 
pathologists and audiologists to the Canada Student Loan Forgiveness Program. 

S-LPs and audiologists provide essential assessment, therapeutic and rehabilitative services, yet 
many rural and remote communities face challenges accessing these professionals. Limited 
local availability can contribute to longer waits and greater reliance on virtual or visiting 
providers, reducing timely access to communication, swallowing, and balance care. 
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The Canada Student Loan Forgiveness Program is an existing federal tool designed to improve 
access to services in eligible rural and remote communities. As of December 31, 2025, the 
program was expanded to include ten additional occupations, including physiotherapists, 
psychologists and social workers, while S-LPs and audiologists remain excluded. 

A minimum of a master’s degree is required for entry to these professions in Canada, 
representing a substantial educational and financial investment before entering practice. 
Extending loan forgiveness to S-LPs and audiologists would improve affordability for new 
graduates and create a direct federal incentive to establish and sustain careers in eligible 
communities. 

SAC recommends that the federal government amend the Canada Student Loan Forgiveness 
Program to include S-LPs and audiologists. 

2 - Reduce barriers to speech-language pathology and audiology services for First Nations 
children through Jordan’s Principle. 

Jordan’s Principle plays a critical role in ensuring First Nations children can access the health, 
social, and educational services they need, including speech-language pathology and audiology 
services. Timely access to these services supports children’s communication, language 
development, participation in school, and connection with their families and communities. 
Delays in assessment and intervention supports can result in missed opportunities to address 
needs early, before challenges become more complex and difficult to remediate.   

SAC supports the child-first intent of Jordan’s Principle, but frontline providers continue to 
report administrative barriers that can delay access to care. These include complex application 
requirements, inconsistent and lengthy approval processes, and delays in reimbursing providers 
for services already delivered. These challenges can be particularly difficult in northern and 
remote First Nations communities, where travel costs and limited availability of local providers 
already make accessing specialized services more difficult. Reimbursement delays can also 
place a financial burden on providers and affect their ability to sustain services in these 
communities. 

SAC recommends that the federal government: 

 streamline Jordan’s Principle application, approval, and reimbursement processes;  

 ensure timely and predictable reimbursement for service providers; and 

 invest in sustainable, Indigenous-led and community-based speech-language pathology 
and audiology services. 

3 - Establish consistent federal safeguards for over-the-counter hearing aids to protect 
Canadians. 

More than half of Canadians with a hearing disability use an assistive aid or device, with hearing 
aids being the most commonly used device. Affordability remains an important barrier to 
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access. Statistics Canada found that among people with a hearing disability who needed a 
hearing aid but did not have one, 72% cited cost as a reason1. 

Over-the-counter hearing aids have the potential to provide Canadians with more affordable 
and accessible options for managing mild to moderate hearing loss. British Columbia recently 
expanded access to non-prescribed hearing aids, allowing adults with mild to moderate hearing 
loss to purchase Health Canada approved devices through retail stores and online sellers.  

As other provinces and territories consider their own approaches, Canada risks developing a 
patchwork of requirements for how OTC hearing aids are accessed and used. Without 
consistent federal safeguards, consumers may encounter different information and protections 
depending on where they live.  

Health Canada already regulates hearing aids as Class II medical devices and is responsible for 
verifying that regulatory requirements for the safety and effectiveness of medical devices are 
met. Consistent federal safeguards can support expanded consumer access while ensuring 
Canadians receive clear and reliable information regardless of where they live. 

SAC recommends that Health Canada: 

 establish clear and consistent safety requirements for OTC hearing aids;  

 require standardized labelling that clearly identifies intended users and circumstances in 
which professional assessment should be sought; and  

 develop national consumer education to help Canadians make informed decisions about 
OTC hearing aids and recognize when professional hearing care may be appropriate. 

4 - Invest in a coordinated federal approach to improve hearing health in Canada. 

Hearing health affects communication, independence, workforce participation and healthy 
aging. Yet access to hearing health services and supports varies across Canada, and 
responsibilities are shared across federal, provincial and territorial governments. 

A coordinated federal hearing health framework, developed in collaboration with provinces and 
territories, Indigenous partners, people with lived experience, and hearing health organizations, 
could establish shared priorities for prevention, early identification, access to services, and 
improved hearing health data. 

SAC recommends that Budget 2026 provide funding to support the development and 
implementation of a federal hearing health framework. 

Conclusion 

Communication health is fundamental to educational success, workforce participation, healthy 
aging, independence, and quality of life. Budget 2026 provides an opportunity to improve 

 
1 Statistics Canada. (2025). Hearing Disabilities, 2022. 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2025012-eng.htm 
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affordability and access to services, strengthen the workforce, and support coordinated action 
on hearing health. 

By expanding student loan forgiveness to S-LPs and audiologists, reducing barriers to services 
for First Nations children through Jordan’s Principle, establishing consistent safeguards for OTC 
hearing aids, and investing in a coordinated federal hearing health framework, the federal 
government can take practical steps to improve access to care and support better outcomes for 
Canadians. 

Together, these actions support the government’s priorities of economic growth, affordability, 
and the next generation of Canada’s workforce, while helping Canadians participate fully in 
their education, employment, and communities. 

 


