DECLARATION

WHEREAS: Communication is fundameftal to learning, working, building relationships, and full
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participation in community life. Challenges with hearing, speech, language, voice, swallowing, or cognition can

affect people across the lifespan - from infants to older adults;

AND WHEREAS: Early identification and intervention by speech-language pathologists, audiologists, and
communication health assistants not only improve quality of life, but can also reduce the need for more

intensive health and social support in the longer term;

AND WHEREAS: In Alberta, speech-language pathologists, audiologists, and communication health
assistants support Albertans in hospitals, schools, eatly intervention programs, long-term care, private clinics,
and increasingly through telehealth;

AND WHEREAS: The Government of Alberta commends Speech-Language and Audiology Canada’s
advocacy and efforts to highlight the essential role of speech-language pathologists, audiologists, and

communication health assistants, and the difference they make in enhancing the quality of life for Canadians.

THEREFORE: THE HONOURABLE ADRIANA LAGRANGE, MINISTER OF PRIMARY AND
PREVENTATIVE HEALTH SERVICES, IS PROUD TO DECEARFSNMAY AS_SPEECHS ANID

HEARING MONTH IN ALBERTA IN PERPETUITY. | |
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e Honourable Adriana LL/Grange
Minister of Primary and Preventative Health Servicés




