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Key Asks for the Minister of Health, Jeremy Cockrill 

• Include S-LPs and Audiologists in Mental Health and Addictions Care Teams 

o Ensure speech-language pathologists (S-LPs) and audiologists are part of 
Saskatchewan’s urgent care center and mental health initiatives, recognizing their 
role in supporting patients with communication, cognitive, swallowing, and balance 
challenges. 

Resources:  

Position Statement on the Role of Speech Pathology in Mental Health (Speech Pathology 
Australia) 

(PDF) A Scoping Review of the Role of Speech-Language Pathologists in Youth Justice with 
Application to Canada 

 

• Expand Recruitment and Retention Initiatives to Include S-LPs and Audiologists 

o Provide rural and remote subsidies, student loan forgiveness, and financial 
incentives for S-LPs and audiologists to address workforce shortages, particularly in 
underserved communities. 

o Expand S-LP and audiology services to long-term care, community centres that 
support aging at home, and palliative care/hospice services. S-LPs perform vital 
services with this population. However, only 0.2% of long-term care residents 
receive speech-language pathology services (Canadian Institute for Health 
Information, 2020). Communication, hearing, swallowing and balance disorders are 
highly prevalent among people in this age group. 

Resources: 

SLP in Long-Term Care Toolkit 

SAC Position Paper on the Role of Speech-Language Pathology in Long-Term Care 

The Role of Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists in Dementia Care 

Communication/Swallowing Health at End-of-Life Toolkit 

 

• Integrate S-LPs and Audiologists into Primary Healthcare Teams 

https://www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/common/Uploaded%20files/About%20Us/Advocacy%20and%20research/Position%20statements/SPA-Speech-Pathology-in-Mental-Health-Position-Statement-2018.pdf
https://www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/common/Uploaded%20files/About%20Us/Advocacy%20and%20research/Position%20statements/SPA-Speech-Pathology-in-Mental-Health-Position-Statement-2018.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/364237942_A_Scoping_Review_of_the_Role_of_Speech-Language_Pathologists_in_Youth_Justice_with_Application_to_Canada
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/364237942_A_Scoping_Review_of_the_Role_of_Speech-Language_Pathologists_in_Youth_Justice_with_Application_to_Canada
https://www.sac-oac.ca/practice-resources/toolkits/speech-language-pathologists-in-long-term-care/
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-PP-S-LP-Role-in-LTC_Final-ENG.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Dementia-Position-Statement_EN.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/practice-resources/toolkits/communication-health-and-end-of-life-care/


 
o Ensure communication and swallowing health professionals are included in 

primary healthcare reforms to improve patient-provider and provider-provider 
communication, and support individuals with speech, language, hearing, balance, 
and swallowing challenges.  

Resources: 

Please see our modules and other resources created during the “Team Primary Care” 
initiative. 

Interprofessional modules include:  

• Audiologists as Part of Team-Based Primary Care,  
• Speech-Language Pathologists as Part of Team-Based Primary Care,  
• Fostering Effective and Accessible Communication in Team-Based Primary 

Care, 
• Foundations of Team-Based Primary Care 

 
Info Sheets: 

o Speech-Language Pathologists: Part of your Primary Care Team 
o Audiologists: Part of your Primary Care Team 

• Fund a Comprehensive Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) Program 

o Allocate funding for a province-wide, coordinated newborn hearing screening and 
follow-up system to improve Saskatchewan’s “Insufficient” rating from the 
Canadian Infant Hearing Task Force. 

Resources:  

Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EDHI) 

2024 Canadian Report Card 

2024 Saskatchewan Report Card 

• Support for Audiologists in Saskatchewan 

o Exempt audiologists from the $10,000 bond requirement when hiring new 
practitioners to an existing practice, reducing financial barriers to recruitment and 
retention of audiologists in the province. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teamprimarycare.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/nca/education/team-based-primary-care/module-1-audiology/
https://www.uwo.ca/nca/education/team-based-primary-care/module-2-slp/
https://www.uwo.ca/nca/education/team-based-primary-care/module-3-communication/#/
https://www.uwo.ca/nca/education/team-based-primary-care/module-3-communication/#/
https://healthsci.queensu.ca/sites/opdes/files/modules/ot-foundations-of-team-based-primary-care/#/
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023-Info-S-LP-Part-of-Your-Primary-Care-Team-EN.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2023-Info-AUD-Part-of-Your-Primary-Care-Team-EN.pdf
https://www.infanthearingcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Canada%20Report%20Card%20English%20014.pdf
http://www.infanthearingcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Province%20Report%20Card%20Saskatchewan%20English%20014.jpg


 
 
Key Asks for the Minister of Education, Everett Hindley 

• Increase the Number of S-LPs in Saskatchewan Schools 

o Since 2016-17 the student population has grown by over 15,000 students or 8.8 
percent. During this timeframe there has also been a 23.5% decline in school-based 
S-LPs. We ask that the Ministry implement a provincial hiring strategy that ensures 
every school division has access to S-LP services. 

• Implement a Systematic Speech, Language, and Hearing Screening Program 

o Establish mandatory speech, language, and hearing screening for all Kindergarten 
students to ensure early identification and intervention for communication 
challenges.  

• Fund Educational Audiologist Positions in Urban Centers 

o Create and fund dedicated educational audiologist positions to support students 
with hearing and listening challenges, ensuring all children have equitable access 
to learning. 

• Enhance S-LP Support for Literacy and Learning 

o Integrate S-LPs into evidence-based literacy programs to support students with 
language-related learning difficulties, improving reading and academic outcomes. 

• Recognize the Link Between Communication Disorders and Mental Health 

o Ensure school-based mental health initiatives include S-LPs to support students 
with language difficulties that may contribute to behavioral and emotional 
challenges. 

 

Resources List: Education 

SAC Speech-Language Pathologists in Schools Toolkit. In addition to providing guidance to speech-
language pathologists, the professional resource tools can serve as a roadmap for new 
collaborations with diverse members of school teams (e.g., teachers, education assistants, 
special education professionals), or as discussion points for a change in direction within an 
ongoing collaboration. 

SAC Position Paper on Early Identification of Speech & Language Disorders 

SAC Position Paper on Speech-Language Pathology Caseload and Workload Issues in Schools 

SAC Position Paper on Speech-Language Pathology Service Delivery Models In Schools 

https://www.sac-oac.ca/practice-resources/toolkits/speech-language-pathologists-in-schools/
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/EarlyID-PositionPaper-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SAC_Position_Paper_-_S-LP_Caseload_and_Workload_Issues_in_Schools_EN.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SAC-OAC_S-LP_In_Schools_Delivery_Models_EN_V1.pdf


 
  

Language and Literacy 

• OSLA Right to Read Presentation with Presentation Guide 

 

Educational Audiology: Educational audiologists are members of the school multidisciplinary team who 

facilitate listening, learning and communication access via specialized assessments; monitor personal 

hearing instruments; recommend, fit and manage hearing assistance technology; provide and 

recommend support services and resources; and advocate on behalf of the students. Educational 

audiologists provide evidence for needed services and technology, emphasize access skills and supports, 

counsel children to promote personal responsibility and self-advocacy, maintain student performance 

levels, collaborate with private sector audiologists, help student transitions and team with other school 

professions to work most effectively to facilitate student learning. 

SAC Classroom Acoustics Toolkit 

SAC Position Paper on Classroom Acoustics 

https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/literacy_info_sheet_en.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/OSLA_Presentation_The_Right_To_Read_.pptx
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/School_Services_Presentation_Guide.pdf
https://www.sac-oac.ca/practice-resources/toolkits/classroom-acoustics/
https://www.sac-oac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SAC-OAC-2019-Classroom-Acoustics_EN.pdf

