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CETP Exams-AUD/SLP – A competency-based exam 
The CETP Exams–AUD/SLP are developed by subject matter experts who are responsible to 
develop exam questions, validate the exam, and set the passing score.   
 
SAC’s role is to deliver competency-based exams in audiology and speech-language pathology 
that are fair, valid and reliable.  Each AUD or SLP CETP Exam meets all the criteria for validity 
and reliability as per the national psychometric standards for the development and delivery of 
an entry-to-practice exam.    
 
The CETP Exams–AUD/SLP must be based on the CETP Exam Blueprints and the exam 
questions reflect the competencies to be acquired as outlined in the National Competency 
Profiles for the professions of audiology and speech-language pathology.   

 
What is a competency-based exam? 
All questions in the CETP Exams-AUD/SLP are based on competencies graduates are expected 
to possess at the end of their university education program.  These competencies are 
outlined in the National Competency Profile for Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology.   
 
Competencies are the behavioural outcomes that integrate knowledge, skills, abilities and 
judgement.  A competency-based approach to exam development is one that tests these 
behaviours, as opposed to testing direct recall of an individual’s knowledge from textbook 
information. 
 
The competency profiles are used by the education programs to develop curriculum that will 
support students in the acquisition of the knowledge and clinical skills required to achieve the 
competencies listed in the profiles. 
 
It is important that you review the National Competency Profile for your profession carefully 
and are familiar with the content.  This, along with the Exam Blueprint, will help you focus 
your preparation for writing the CETP Exam. 
 
The competency-based exam model focuses on the application of knowledge in a clinical 
environment.  Questions are asked from the point of view of how you use your knowledge to 
practice as opposed to the direct recall of the knowledge.  The questions are intended to 
consider “ how you will work, and, how you will practice”. 
 
 

National Competency Profiles – AUD/SLP 
The national competency profiles outline the competencies you must achieve in the following seven 

roles of an audiologist or a speech-language pathologist: 

1. Knowledge Expert and Clinical Expert 
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2. Communicator 

3. Collaborator 

4. Advocate  

5. Scholar 

6. Manager 

7. Professional 

 

The National Competency Profiles should provide some high-level guidance as to the types of 

questions you may be asked in the examination.  The following documents are available on the CETP 

Exams web site at:   https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam 

o National Audiology Competency Profile  

o National Speech-Language Pathology Competency Profile 

 

 

Blueprint for the CETP Exams-AUD/SLP 
The CETP Exam Blueprint is the matrix of the type of exam questions represented in the exam across 
each of the competency areas, and the percentage of questions from each competency. 
 

The CETP Exam Blueprint serves as a guide for the development of exam questions and the 
construction of the exam.  Having an exam blueprint improves consistency across each exam version 
and ensures the validity and reliability of each exam version.  The following documents are available 
on the CETP Exams web site at:  https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam 

o Blueprint for the Audiology CETP Exam 

o Blueprint for the Speech-Language Pathology CETP Exam 

 

Professional Code of Ethics 
Each regulatory body publishes a Code of Conduct / Code of Ethics and you can expect a few 

questions in the exam that relate to competencies specific to the professional code of ethics.  You 

may also find it useful to review the SAC Code of Ethics (also available at https://www.sac-

oac.ca/preparing-exam) 
 

Practical tips to successfully write a multiple-choice exam 
Practice using the following tips on the sample questions provided in the “preparing for the exam” 
section of the web site:  https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam 
 
1. Read the question carefully  

Take the time to carefully read each question and answer choices. Underline words in the question 

like “not” and “except” that could easily trip you up. Many students choose the answer that is the 

opposite of the correct response simply because they miss a word, misread the question, or forget 

what the question is actually asking. 

 
2. Come up with your own answer  

https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam
https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam
https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam
https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam
https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam
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Once you understand what the question is asking, think about what the right answer should contain. 

Use that ideal answer as a baseline to measure the available choices. 

 
3. Look for common types of wrong answers  

Some common wrong answers include: reversals (for instance, the answer may feature an error in 

chronology, characterizing the first event as the second, or a detail that is the exact opposite of the 

truth), true but irrelevant (the information in the answer is true, but not relevant to the question 

posed). 

 
4. Eliminate answers in two rounds  

The process of elimination is central to success on multiple choice exams. During the first round, 

eliminate anything that is flat out wrong: the answers that contain false information, that are 

irrelevant to the question, etc. Before you obsess over your remaining answer choices, re-read the 

question. Remind yourself what you are looking for in a correct response. Then, compare the 

remaining responses. Usually, you will be able to find a few differences among the remaining options. 

So, which answer corresponds most with the question? 

 
5. Do not obsess over your choices  

Excessive vacillating between two answer choices is usually a waste of time. If you’re down to a 

couple of options, you have a 50% chance of choosing the right answer. Compare your remaining 

choices, isolate similarities and differences, and make a choice. The exam has 170 questions, and they 

are all worth the same amount. Don’t waste time obsessing over a hard question, when an easy 

question does just as much to raise your grade. 

 
6. Manage your time  

The exam has 170 questions and you have 3 hours, 45 minutes (225 minutes) to complete the exam – 

this means time you have is 1 min, 33 seconds per question.  If you fall behind, start to push yourself 

to make quicker decisions once you’ve narrowed your choices down to two. You have a 50% chance 

of guessing correctly! Do not check the time after every question! 

 
7. Answer every question - If you have not completed all of the questions when there are only a 

couple of minutes left, pick a lucky letter and guess on all remaining questions. You have a 25% 

chance of guessing correctly! And a guessed correct response is worth just as much as one that is 

based on careful reasoning, time management, and studying. 

 

Organize a study group 
Exam candidates who want to prepare for the exam may find it helpful to form a study group with 
others who are working toward the same goal.    
 
Study groups provide the opportunity to ask question and get detailed answers.  Some study group 
members may have a better understanding of certain topics, while others in the group may be better 
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at other topics.  As members take turns explaining concepts to one another everyone builds self- 
confidence.   
 
Tips to organize a study group 

• Connect with other students to exchange study tips. 

• SAC student associates can contact their SAC University Rep to help organize a study group. 

• SAC Student Associate Facebook Group can provide a social media platform to exchange study 

tips (available to SAC student associates only). 

• @SAC on Twitter (#slpeeps, #audpeeps). 

• Use technology (such as the “Zoom” platform) to arrange regular meetings where you can have 

interactive discussions. 

 

Key activities of a study group 

• Plan the group’s study program – having a structure helps in sharing the group’s mix of abilities 

and about the resources, such as textbooks, that members can share with the group. 

• Plan individual group sessions – at the end of each session the group should decide what specific 

topics will be covered at the next meeting and who will present each topic. 

• Review and discuss each competency and sub-competency from the National Competency Profile.  

Remember that each competency and sub-competency paints a picture of how you should 

practice and what you must be able to do upon entry into the profession – so the practical 

experience acquired during the clinical practicum will be helpful as you conceptualize specific 

knowledge, skills, critical thinking and judgement that are required to achieve entry-to-practice 

and are acquired throughout the education program. 

 

More information and tools to prepare for the exam at 
https://www.sac-oac.ca/preparing-exam 
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